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Jebel Kawr, North Face, Many New Routes
Oman, Western Hajar

The first time I visited Oman was in 2011, together with the very strong "seniors" Sigi Brachmayer,
Horst Fankhauser, Oswald Oelz, and Albert Precht. This climbing trip was really important to me for
exploring and understanding the area. I returned in 2013, 2014, and again most recently in 2020. This
time in Oman we were four: Martin Sieberer (Austria), Manuel Baumgartner, Dietmar “Diddi”
Niederbrunner, and myself (all Italy). For the others, it was their first time climbing in the desert.

We arrived at the end of January, and we even camped near the same acacia as I did in the years
before (we used its shadow as a kind of fridge and for hanging up our gear and food).

As the temperatures were high, we mostly climbed on the north side of Jebel Kawr, across the valley
from the well-known south face of Jebel Misht. It’s in the shade all day and offers mostly good rock
quality.

The day after our arrival we immediately started climbing, never repeating a route but always climbing
new lines in two parties of two. The second day, Diddi took a long fall when a hold broke, but he was
very lucky that a small nut held the fall, and he got away with only a large but shallow scrape on his
thigh.

As the rock in Oman is made out of shell-limestone it is very rough and sharp—both our gear and our
skin was suffered heavily. So, after two weeks in the area of Jebel Misht and Jebel Kawr, we decided
to do a short road trip to recover. On the way back to the main city, Muscat, we stopped to climb in
Wadi Bani Awf and at Hadash, where we were lucky to meet all of Oman’s "local climbers" at once.
Oman is quite big, but the local climbing community is not bigger than 10 people! Again we were
pleased with the hospitality of the Omanis. Thanks to them we will definitely come again.

Over the course of these three trips, we have completed 36 new routes (16 of them in 2020) on
various formations, which we left as clean as possible. We did not use any bolts but left several
pitons and threads fixed for future ascents.

More information on these routes is available at my website: simon-messner.com. [Editor’s Note: More
information on Jebel Kawr can be found in reports in AAJ 2016 and AAJ 2019.]

– Simon Messner, Italy

https://www.simon-messner.com/#slider
13201214523
13201215102
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The eastern end of the north face of Jebel Kawr, known as the Said Wall, showing known routes: 1.
Passer Fritz (VI, Kobald-Prünster, 2014), 2. Unnamed (VII+, Niederbrunner-Baumgartner, 2020), 3.
Vaca Loca (VI+, Kollmann-Messner 2014), 4. Interruptio (VII+, Kollmann-Messner, 2015), 5. Rihlat
Saeida Huber-Unterwurzacher, 2020), 6. Sab Kuch Milega (VIII-, Prünster-Kollmann, 2015).

The left central section of the north face of Jebel Kawr, known as the Al Khumaira Wall, showing
known routes: 7. Unnamed (Niederbrunner-Baumgartner, 2020), 8. Cameltoe (VI+, Kobald-Kollmann,
2014), 9. Batman (VII+, Sieberer-Messner, 2020), 10. Unnamed (Niederbrunner-Baumgartner, 2020),
11. I think It´s Cool (VI-, Hofer-Brunner-Plank, 2018), 12. Oswald 65 (VI+, Oelz-Haas-Fankhauser, 2008),
13. 65 Variant (VII-, Sieberer-Messner, 2020), 14. Hamam (VII, Prünster-Messner, 2014), 15 Vacanze
(R)Omane (8a, Caligiore-Colliard-Della Bordella-Pedeferri, 2018), 16. Ticket to the Moon (VII-,
Kollmann-Messner, 2013).



The right central section of the north face of Jebel Kawr, known as the Al Khumaira Wall, showing
known routes:12. Oswald 65 (VI+, Oelz-Haas-Fankhauser, 2008), 13. 65 Variant (VII-, Sieberer-
Messner, 2020), 14. Hamam (VII, Prünster-Messner , 2014), 15 Vacanze (R)Omane (8a, Caligiore-
Colliard-Della Bordella-Pedeferri, 2018), 16. Ticket to the Moon (VII-, Kollmann-Messner, 2013), 17.
Fortune Teller (VII+, Sieberer-Messner, 2020), 18. Al Khumaira (VI+/A0, Oelz-Haas-Fankhauser, 2009),
19. Stubaierausstieg (Variant VI+, Precht-Brachmayer), 20. Time Will Tell (VII, Sieberer-Messner,
2020).

The western (right) end of the north face of Jebel Kawr, known as the Al Khumaira Wall, showing
known routes: 21. Attempt (Sieberer-Messner, 2020); 22. New Year Motivation (VII, Kollmann-
Messner, 2013).

Simon Messner, Martin Sieberer, Manuel Baumgartner, and Diddi Niederbrunner (left to right).



An overview map of the Jebel Misht and Jebel Kawr area, noting the location and approach for Jebel
Kawr’s north face.
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