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Organ Saint Skyline Traverse
New Mexico, Organ Mountains

From May 3–5, Kevin Boyko and I made a continuous, 38-hour, unsupported push expanding a
previous traverse (see AAJ 2015), climbing all of the major and minor technical summits with
prominence in the ridge of the Organ Mountains, between Fillmore Canyon and Baylor Pass.

The goals going into this attempt were to revise the previous traverse of the 22 major peaks, summit
24 peaks within 24 hours of the first summit, and continue climbing additional minor peaks as
encountered on the ridge based on motivation, fitness, and (most importantly) excellent weather. We
successfully accomplished each of the goals, and the revised route added 8 minor peaks totaling 30
summits.

We are naming the revised route the Organ Saint Skyline Traverse (VI 5.10 C0 R/X). The traverse
features 29 pitches of technical climbing with 26 rappels and around 20,000’ of elevation gain and
loss. We aided a few moves on two of the pitches, both of which would likely go free at 5.12. We are
grateful to Heather Tylka and Lauren Flynn for encouragement and transportation.

– Jon Tylka

13201212864/Organ-Mountains-complete-south-to-north-traverse-Organ-Saint-Traverse


Images

Kevin Boyko takes in the sunrise from Razorback during he and Jon Tylka’s Organ Saint Skyline
Traverse in early May 2019. Their traverse expands on a previous traverse of the range from 2014,
climbing 30 distinct summits. The full traverse is visible in the shadow on the valley floor, and Las
Cruces is in the valley beyond.

Sunrise behind the Organ Mountains skyline from the west.



A chart showing the peaks climbed on the Organ Saint Skyline Traverse in the Organ Mountains of
New Mexico, with details on ascent and descent for each summit.
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